.2:6. “Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32. 


VOLUME XXxV, a NO. XIII C.0.G.1.C. HEADQUARTERS, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE JANUARY, 1990 


NATIONAL 
FUNERAL 


The National/International Memorial Servi the Most Reverend James 
Ogelthorpe Patterson, Sr., was conducted, day, January 4, 1990 at 
Mason Temple Church Of God In Christ. Th iants were Bishop Louis 
Henry Ford, Bishop Chandler David Owens, Bishop John Dale Husband, 
Bishop Cleveland Landis Anderson, Bishop hurston Jones, Jr., Bishop 
Phillip Aquilla Brooks, Bishop Samuel L. Green, Jr., Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, 
Bishop Charles Edward Blake, Bishop Levi E. Willis, Sr. and Bishop Roy 
Lawrence Haley Winbush. Tributes and resolutions were presented by 
numerous church department heads and officials. While dignitaries and 
religious leaders from the world over sat prayerfully, the Church Of oo. 
Christ said goodbye to a i leader eae 

Bishop Sam e! ee) 


didly prepared. A magnificent processional cam into Mason Temple and the 
funeral began. The silence had a calming affect as the acolytes lighted the 
candle stands. Behind them came the Adju eneral, General Board of 
Bishops, General Officers, Board of Bishop a host of denominational 
leaders. The family, led by Bishop J.O, Patte Jr. and Mrs. Mary Patter- 
son, widow of the Presiding Bishop lifted thi ads and were pictures of 
strength. A host of tearful family and friend din. After the family and 
others had reviewe emains, the bier was seal- 

h draped over the casket. 

1 simplicity and beautiful- 


Bishop H. Jenki il, Chief Adjutant led the 

5 Hymn of Comfort. nvocation was given with 

ling touch by Bishop John 

tament scripture was read 

Jones, Jr. He read Psalm 

it scripture was offered by 

Bishop Charles E. He presented a passage 
in I Corinthians 1 i 

propriate. Bishop Aquilla Brooks led the 

congregation i the ement of Faith. The pro- 

yp C.D. Owens moved the 

agenda along smoothly and with deliberate speed. 
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The Most Reverend 
James Oglethorpe Patterson, Sr. 


Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle 
Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 
Memphis, Tennessee 


1912 — 1989 


An overflow crowd of upward to 7-8,000 attended the memortal service. 


A Legacy To Remember 


By David Hall 


The passing of Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr is an event we shall long remember. 
All my young and adult life I’ve known one leader and that was him. It is hard to 
imagine that he is gone and will not be leading the line of distinguished gentlemen 
who guide our Church. He has left his mark upon us all and time will inevitably 
measure the contributions he made during his tenure as the Chief Apostle. He has 
handed us, who remain to carry on the ministry, a legacy to reach and remember. 

The saints will mark time with the passing of this great giant of religion and 
leader of the Church Of God In Christ. His passing was a once in every genera- 
tion event. Certainly, men like J.O. Patterson, Sr. are few and far between. When 
considering him, people will remember his death but celebrate his life and ministry. 
He touched countless souls and his legacy will be shared by all. The saints will 
remember him as a genuine figure in history, a legend, a renaissance man, a ubi- 
quitous personality and the driving force behind the growth and development of 
the Church Of God In Christ. Over the years he seemed to have a personal rela- 
tionship with all the saints because he was a touchable and compassionate in- 
dividual with whom one could easily identify. 

Bishop J.0. Patterson’s leaving brings to mind a scripture with was directed to 

ro my attention by a bible toting sister. The 
writer of I Samuel 20:18 left these 
words, ‘“Then Jonathan said to David, 
Tomorrow is the new moon: and thou 
shalt be missed, because thy seat will be 
empty.’ In retrospect this scripture car- 
ries a wealth of meaning when I think 
over the contributions of Bishop Patter- 
son. The scripture depicts the relation- 
ship of David and Jonathan coming 
toward an end. These men had a special 


be i 
ze 


Ye 


: iz relationship. They were friends in spite 
I Samuel 20:18 was sadly fulfilled. of the malice and strife which marred 
Bishop will be missed. the relationship between Saul and 


David. Saul’s jealously, base cruelty and blood feud with David should have strained 
Jonathan and David’s friendship. David almost lost his life on a couple of occasions 
at the hands of Saul. Yet these men had a genuine love, respect and fellowship that 
endured excessive abuse and went beyond prudence. 

The point is that Jonathan told David the time, symbolized by the moon, had 
passed. It was a new day ahead for each of them. He stated that upon David’s leav- 
ing David would be missed. A noted person once reflected,’ God gave us memory 
and the good sense to use it” and that serves to remind me that some people should 
never be forgotten. For 21 years Bishop Patterson led the Church Of God In Christ 
as the presiding bishop. It goes without saying that he will be missed and certain- 
ly we have the sense to appreciate that. 

Why? Bishop Patterson was a leader, a servant, a preacher of the gospel, pastor 
and family man, etc. I will lift up only a few points of evidence which I personally 
feel reflects the magnitude of the man. As leader of 3 million people the world over, 
he demonstrated courage daily. A leader must have courage and enough to spare! 

Who was any stronger and more courageous than he? He had the ability to affirm 
his leadership and decision making processes in spite of opposition, foot dragg- 
ing and indifferences from various personalities. Leading any organization is dif- 
ficult because one can’t be overwhelmed by the frustrations which come with the 
foreboding turf of leadership. Bishop Patterson was bold enough to dream about 
progress. He remained undaunted and resolute in spite of ASU and Saints Center 
not coming to fruition. I lift these up because each is vitally necessary to the con- 
tinued growth of the Church. Sadly, we let him down and these projects failed to 
materialize. On the other hand he developed and promoted the wide spread use 
of the C.H. Mason System of Bible Colleges, for the theological training of our tradi- 
tional clergy and credential holding laity. He developed the C.H. Mason 
Theological Seminary, an accredited graduate institution where our college 
educated persons can gain fully accredited graduate and doctorial degrees. This 
is the age of legitimate scholarship and the Church Of God In Christ is producing 
world caliber minds to fill any bill. Bishop Patterson believed in the transmission 
of positive culture and awarding scholarships. As a result of his efforts scores of 
deserving talented youth have received thousands of dollars in grant money to fur- 
ther their education. 

Bishop Patterson proved his leadership as a builder of institutions. When he took 
the reigns of power, the Church was little more than a loosely connected confedera- 
tion. Only the dominate and enduring spirit of Bishop C.H. Mason and Christ’s 
salvation kept us together long enough for Bishop Patterson to reconstruct mean- 
ingful bonds of brotherhood, among our bitterly fragmented groupings. As a result 
of his work and the good will of all concerned, our Church is united and ranked 
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After the funeral these were a few light 
hearted moments. Bishop Blake, Wilts, 
Haynes and Brooks outside Mason 
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A Lnternational Supervisor of Women, 
Mother Mattie McGlothen attended the 
memorial service. 


<2ishop Patterson was tn- 

volved tn every part of the i 
church. He toured the 
Publishing House with ; 
Bro. Hughea Terry and ly. 
David Hall. J 


<2ishop L.H. Ford and Bishop C.D 
Owens were being escorted to the grave site 
by Bishops Ross and Benjamin. 


A General Board members always enjoyed 
the preaching of Bishop Patterson. Bishop 
PA. Brooks, L. Anderson and CL. 
Anderson show approval. 


——_ 


C.0.G.1.C. HISTORY COMMISSION 


Bishop Norman Quick, Presi- 
dentwroi, the “C:O:.G 1.C 
Publishing Board, Dr. Robert 
Franklin, graduate school pro- 
fessor and historian, and 
Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush, 
General Board Member and 
Commissioner of Publications 
are pleased to announce the 
commissioning of the Church 
Of God In Christ History 
Project. 

Elder Franklin will serve as 
chief editor and writer and lead 
a team of scholarly researchers 
and writers over a period of four 
years. The Project will be a 
Bishop Norman Quick and Bishop Roy Winbush — significant event in the life of 
with newly commissioned editor of The COGIC the denomination. Bishop Win- 
History, Dr. Robert Franklin. bush said in Atlanta, ‘“‘The 

COGIC History Book will help 
fill a great void in the history of Pentecostals.’ He indicated at the funeral of Bishop 
Patterson that an accurate and proper history will be produced. Release date is 
hopefully November of 1994. 

The team of writers, editorial board and professional supporters is currently being 
developed. Please watch The Whole Truth for further announcements. 


40th ANNUAL 
WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION 


Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 
May 29 - June 3, 1990 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Mother Mattie McGlothen, President 
BETTER HOMES ¢ BETTER CHURCHES ¢ BETTER COMMUNITIES ¢ BETTER WORLD 


CONVENTION ACTIVITIES 


Experience a spiritual blessing as you attend five days and five nights at the 
Women’s Convention, whose purpose is to strengthen and reaffirm the commit- 
ment of the Church Of God In Christ women for: Better Homes, Better Churches, 
Better Communities, Better World. 

To inspire each one on to a greater service for Christ and to promote Missions, 
All Saints University, and Saints Center are our inclusive goals. 


Benefit From: Early Morning Prayer 
Discussions 
Workshop Services 
Dynamic Speakers 


Attend: And participate in 
workshops designed for 
both men and women, 
with current information 
on issues that you will 
need to deal with in to- 
day’s society. 

Enjoy: Seven Meals ¢ Historical and Cultural Events ¢ Saturday ‘‘Do It Yourself 

Day” ¢ Tours ¢ Skywalk ¢ Shopping Malls ¢ Exhibits e And The Many 
Attractions. 


PRE-MUSICAL 
Tuesday, May 29, 1990 


ALL SESSIONS WILL BE HELD AT THE: 
Albert B. Sabin 
Cincinnati 
Convention Center 


RED CARD DEADLINE: 
April 10, 1990 


HOST AND SUPPORTING JURISDICTIONS 
CO-HOST BISHOPS AND SUPERVISORS 


CENTRAL OHIO OHIO NORTH FIRST JURISDICTION 
Bishop Warren E. Miller Bishop William James 
Mother Mary Ellen Meredith Mother Sarah Thompson 


SUPPORTING JURISDICTIONS 


OHIO SOUTHERN OHIO NORTHWEST 
Bishop F-E. Perry Bishop Robert Chapman 
Mother Hannah Bell Mother Ellen Pettifres 
KENTUCKY SECOND WEST VIRGINIA SOUTH 
Bishop M.J. Sykes Bishop S.Y. Burnett 
Mother Mary Bell Mother Geneva Fulton 


ORDER AND PROFESSIONALISM 
PREVAIL IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


The General Assembly of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., which convened 
on Monday, November 13, 1989 through November 14, 1989 was, by general con- 
sensus, a most productive and well coordinated legislative asembly. Dr. Frank J. 
Ellis, Chairman of the General Assembly was applauded by the delegation of over 
1300, which was thought to be usual for a non-election year, for his professional 
approach to legislative facilitation. The delegates were elated to receive an impressive 
vinyl General Assembly portfolio which contained every document needed to review, 
discuss, and vote on the agenda items relating to the business of the Church. Chairman 
Ellis, with the assistance of the Vice Chairman, Bishop Clarence Sexton, of Eastern 
New York Jurisdiction, #2 and the General Assembly Executive Committee started 
each session promptly with prayer and devotion, and then proceeded proficiently 
to consider and dispense with the majority of the items on the agenda. 

A major accomplishment for this session was the National Trustee Board’s pro- 
posed budget and FY 89 expenditure report, which was included in each portfolio 
received by the delegation. Chairman Roger Jones, (MI), requested that Ms. Sylvia 
Law, the Chief Financial Officer for the Church, present the Trustee Board’s report. 
Ms. Law indicated that the Church had total expenditures as of September 30, 1989 
of $1.4 million, but will also have raised a total of $2.6 million by December 31, 
1989; operated in the ‘‘black’”’ for the entire period; and will earn $33,000 by the 
end of this year from certificates of deposits totaling $900,000 secured over the 
past 3 years. The proposed FY 90 budget of $2,404,121 recommended by Chair- 
man Jones and read by the Board’s secretary, Elder William Cahoon (NJ), was adopted 
by the General Assembly with some exceptions presented by the Budget Review 
Committee, headed by Elder Mack Ritter (NY). These concerns will be address- 
ed by a sub-committee of the National Trustee Board. In an effort to encourage 
greater financial cooperation, the Chairman concurred with the Presiding Bishop’s 
request to return to the “Jurisdictional Roll Call’’ of Bishops and State Supervisor’s 
Financial reporting in the 1990 April Call Meeting. 
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UNAC — 5 
San Francisco, California 
July 2 - 7, 1990 


Bishop F‘E. Perry, Chairman 
A Family Convention For The Entire Church 


e UNAC Morning Prayer © Scholastic Motivation ¢ Childrens Church 
e UNAC In Training e UNAC Banquet & Tours ¢ Youths Church 
Midday Worship e Premusical e Song Is Born 


REGISTRATION INFORMATION 


e $15.00 for each person 12 years and older 
$7.50 for each child under 12 years of age 

¢ Registration Fee for each occupant must accompany housing form. 

e Registration Fee must be made by either money order or cashiers check. Checks 
will not be accepted; checks received by UNAC Housing will be returned, thus 
delaying processing of the housing request. 

¢ REGISTRATION FEE IS NON-REFUNDABLE. 

e TO INSURE PROMPT AND PROPER PROCESSING, PLEASE TYPE OR 
PRINT LEGIBLY HOUSING FORM INFORMATION. 

e DEADLINE—MAY 31, 1990. TO GUARANTEE CONVENTION RATES 
AND ROOM AVAILABILITY, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT HOUSING FORMS 
MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 31, 1990. ON THIS YEAR, THE DEADLINE 
WILL BE ADHERED TO AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 

e Group leaders may complete one form for confirmation information and attach 
a rooming list complete with names and age category of occupant (0-11; Child/ 
12-17; Youth/18 & Over; Adult). 


HOTEL RATES 


SINGLE DOUBLE TRIPLE QUAD 
(1 person) (2 Persons) (3 Persons) (4 Persons) CHECK-IN 


HOTEL 


Marriott Hotel 


Headquarters $84.00 $84.00 $108.00 $108.00 3 PM 
LeMeridean Hotel $80.00 $80.00 $110.00 $140.00 3 PM 
Westin St. Francis 

Hotel $80.00 $80.00 $110.00 $110.00 3 PM 


e Rates Quoted Above - 11% tax NOT included in rates. 

e First-Night Deposit Required - Must be submitted to hotel after receiving confirmation. 
Confirmation will be received FROM HOTEL. Submit first-night deposit directly to 
hotel DON NOT SEND FIRST-NIGHT DEPOSIT TO UNAC. Registration 

Fee ONLY should be sent to UNAC. 

¢ Room Assignments - First-come, first-served basis. Preference for Headquarters will be 

given to persons attending convention entire week. 


Registration Form Found on Page 8 


1990 Calendar of Events 


April 3-5, 1990 


April Call Meeting 
Memphis, Tennessee 


July 2-7, 1990 
United National Auxiliaries 
Convention (UNAC-5) 


May 29-June 3, 1990 San Francisco, CA 


Womens International Convention 
Cincinnati , Ohio 


November 6-12, 1990 


International Holy Convention 
Memphis, Tennessee 


vr 
Bishop Ford, who leads the church during the interim talks with Bishop C.D. Owens, while 
Bishop G.R. Ross looks on. 


A 
Master Charles Harrison Mason Patterson, Bishop Patterson’s grandson took the 


memorial service in stride. 


A A 
Bishop Patterson requested his body be drawn by horse and carrage. Elders Anderson Mrs. Mary Patterson the widow, Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr. and Sister, Janet Patterson 
and Hall attended the body. Wiley mourned the loss. 
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Inside Mason Temple standing room 
could not be found. Here the General 
Board review the body for a last time. 
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Some life long friends attended the memorial service. L 
to R Bishop Ben. Crouch, Rev. Richard Roberts, Rev. Dr. 
Ben Hooks, Elder Owens and Rev. Oral Roberts at Mason 


Temple. be 


A Bishops Clark and Johnson stand at attention during the memorial 
service. Mason Temple was filled to capacity 
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<4 Pallbearer, Elder George Davis felt the pain we all shared. The 
casket is being loaded at Mason Temple 


CONGREGATIONAL TRIBUTE 


Throughout the annals of history, we read of servants who gave of themselves 
to enhance, inspire and enrich the lives of those with whom they walked and serv- 
ed. Among these were servants who shared the name JAMES. 

The Holy Bible tells of Saint James, a devoted servant of Christ, who taught us 
to seek wisdom, to be doers of the Word, to be charitable, submissive to the Will 
of God and the value of prayer and faith. 

History records yet another JAMES who made notable contributions to our 
society was James Weldon Johnson, a prolific novelist, poet and champion of black 
causes. 

Among the many other JAMES’ that made notable contributions to our society 
was JAMES OGLETHORPE, a child born to William and Mollie Patterson July 
21, 1912, in Derma, Mississippi. 

As a child he was taught divine precepts and given spiritual guidance by his 
parents. This training was also supported by his sister, Alice and others who were 
able to detect a uniqueness about the child JAMES. 

While growing up in Derma, 
Mississippi; Heath, Arkansas 
and eventually Memphis, Ten- 
nessee; he received his formal 
educational training in the 
public schools of those cities. 
The majority of this training, 
however, was received in the 
Memphis City School System 
and the Howe School of 
Religion, which later became 
part of the school presently 
known as LeMoyne-Owen 
College. 

The godly principles instilled 
in this servant led him to com- 
mit his life to Christ as a young 
man. Shortly thereafter, he met 
Deborah Mason, who would 
later become his wife and 
mother of their children, James 
Oglethorpe, Jr. and Janet 

——ESEE Laverne. 

Bishop Patterson looked good in anything. He is Deborah, her sainted father, 

shown wearing a western hat in 1987. Bishop C.H. Mason and the 
Mason/Patterson families 

rallied around the young James to lend their support after he acknowledged his 

call to the gospel ministry in the early thirties. After a period of training, he was 

ordained an elder in 1935, by Bishop A.B. McEwen. A year later he received his 

first charge, pastor of the church at Gates, Tennessee. 

The service rendered the churches at Gates, Tennessee, Brownsville, Tennessee; 
Homeland Church Of God In Christ, Temple Church Of God In Christ, the church 
at 1010 Woodlawn Street in Memphis, Tennessee; Reid Temple in East Orange, 
New Jersey and a very successful tenure as State President of the Youth Depart- 
ment caused his superiors. to notice his uniqueness. 

He also served the Family of Pentecostal Institutional Church Of God In Christ 
for forty-eight years as Senior Pastor. This ministry commenced with less than 
twenty members, but through the years God blessed his servant mightily and the 
family grew to it’s present membership of over three thousand and is the parent 
congregation of more than thirty satellite congregations. 

His success in these and other ministries were some of the factors that brought 
him to be consecrated to the bishopric in 1955, by Bishop C.H. Mason, with his 
first appointment as Prelate of the Second Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Tennessee. 
His success with this assignment led to his appointment to the secretariate of the 
Executive Committee of the Church which was created by Bishop Mason to assist 
with the executive and administrative affairs of the Church. After the demise of 
Bishop Mason, this committee became known as the Executive Board and Bishop 
Patterson served this board as Member-secretary. In addition to these duties, he 
also served as the Church’s General Secretary, member of the Board of Directors, 
pas of Pentecostal Institutional Church and Manager of the Church’s Publishing 

ouse. 

During his sixty-first General Assembly of the Church in November of 1968, 
Bishop Patterson was elected the first Presiding Bishop of the Church Of God In 
Christ making him the spiritual leader of the 3.5 million followers of the Church, 
and in 1969, he became the Jurisdictional Bishop of the Headquarters Jurisdic- 
tion at Memphis, Tennessee. 

Under his administration, the Church enjoyed tremendous growth in many areas. 
His achievements in educational related entities were the establishment of the 
Charles Harrison Mason Seminary at Atlanta, Georgia; the C.H. Mason System 
of Bible Colleges; the J.O. Patterson Fine Arts Department, the Historical Museum 
and Fine Arts Center and organizer of the Charles Harrison Mason Foundation 
and the cee Bishop’s Benefit Fund which provides scholarships to deserv- 
Ing youth. 

Other ministries brought about through this servant include the Church Of God 


Pictured-Last General Board Bishop Patterson presided over, L to R Bishops, Winbush, 
Gren, Jones, Anderson, Husband, Ford, Patterson, Owens, Haynes, Brooks, Blake and 
Willis,. 


In Christ Bookstore, the Church Of God In Christ Publishing House, J.O. Patter- 
son Evangelistic Association and the World Fellowship of Black Pentecostal 
Churches. 

Other involvements include serving on the Boards for The Boys Club, The Boy 
Scouts of America, Y.M.C.A., Memphis Landmark Commission, Lorraine 
Historical Museum Commission, Tri-State Bank of Memphis, The Black Church 
Summit of the World Council of Churches and the Congress of National Black Chur- 
ches. He also served with the Rotary Club of Memphis, Save the Children Foun- 
dation and the Sheriff’s Summit on Drug Prevention. 

In February of 1972, the five hundred room Chisca Plaza Hotel was given to the 
Church by its owners Mr. Robert Snowden and his sister Mrs. Mary Todd. This 
property is presently serving as the Downtown Headquarters of the Church, and 
will become a major portion of the propose SAINT CENTER, a multi-million dollar 
multi-faceted operational base for the operations of the world wide ministry of the 
Church as envisioned and planned by Bishop Patterson. This center is also to in- 
clude ALL SAINTS UNIVERSITY, which was near the top of his list of priorities. 
He so wished to provide and educational center for the youth of our world com- 
munity that would be a center of study providing the best possible education coupl- 
ed with a rich spiritual experience. His wishes will be honored through the efforts 
of the dedicated people who shared the vision. 

Through his initiative, the Church’s growth is evidenced by the increase in the 
membership which now exceeds 5,000 churches and nearly 4 million members in 
the fifty states and 47 countries. 

Honors and awards presented to Bishop Patterson were numerous. Among those 
received were honorary degrees from Trinity Hall College of Springfield, Illinois 
which were Doctors of Divinity, Laws and Philosophy. He also received and 
honorary Doctor of Laws from Saints College of Lexington, Mississippi and an 
honorary Doctor of Divinity from Rust College in Holly Springs, Mississippi. 

He has been cited annually since 1975 as one of the one-hundred most influen- 
tial blacks in America. He has received some one hundred keys to cities and cita- 
tions for meritorious service to The Boys Club, The Boy Scouts of America, 
Y.M.C.A., Memphis Landmark Commission and other civic and religious 
organizations. 

Continued to page 8... .See TRIBUTE 


2 HE a 
Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr. and Bishop Patterson, Sr. talked over many issues. Bishop 


Patterson, Jr. is the church’s legal council. 


LOCAL RITES CONDUCTED 
SAINTS MOURN THE MAN 
THE COMMON PEOPLE HEARD GLADLY 


For two days in January of 1990, the world seemed to stand still. The Saints 
gathered again in Memphis, Tennessee but would not celebrate a Holy Convoca- 
tion or Christian Fellowship. This time the Saints came mourning the loss of our 
Chief Apostle, Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. The General Board of Bishops, Board of 
Bishops, Officials of the Department of Women and the Saints in general attend- 
ed the funeral rites of our leader. Those two January days marked the passing of 
an era as well. 

Bishop Patterson passed on December 29, 1989 and ended a 21 year tenure as 
presiding officer. During those years he presided over significant numerical growth 
and building of new church buildings. This institutional development was also 
witnessed in 48 different countries. All over the world people lamented his pass- 
ing, but praised God for his devoted servant. For 77 years he walked among men 
and the greatest portion of these years were spent in ministry to the Church Of 
God In Christ. Bishop Patterson became presiding bishop during a dark time of 
reorganizational change. His strength of character and deep insight into ministry 
helped shape and prepare the Church for the coming of the next century. 

His body laid in state for two days and thousands of people paid tribute to our 
leader. The poor and the rich, as well, the black and the white lined up to view 
his remains. Memphis politicians, business persons, community leaders and the 
highest ranking religious leaders enter Pentecostal Temple Institutional Church 
and left being touched one last time, touched by a man of grace. The nearly 4 million 
dollar edifice was a dream of Bishop Patterson’s come true. The building was tangi- 
ble evidence of his abilities. Through its portals passed people who felt a genuine 
loss. 

As he laid in a beautiful bronze, glass covered casket, it seemed he was gone 
too soon. “What will we do without him?”’, was one tearfully stated question. Still 
there was no marked bitterness or burdensome grief. A spirit of rejoicing and a 
sense of victory was truly felt. Everything was conducted with all dignity and style 
commensurate to Bishop’s status and personal wishes. His body was transported 
by a horse drawn cart and accompanied by a team of adjutants; another personal 
request of Bishop. 

Condolences were phoned in, mailed and personally given at the Church. Peo- 
ple responded from all over the world. 

On Wednesday night, January 3, 1990, the Pentecostal Temple Congregation held 
its own memorial service. The theme: ‘‘A Man The Common People Heard Glad- 
ly” was lifted up by the speakers who gave sincere tributes. The worship and 
celebration was full of tributes, songs and various resolutions from the area jurisdic- 
tions. The church was filled and overflowing. Nearly four thousand people came 
out in a driving rain to celebrate with the local congregation. The Bishop’s big 
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Everything done proved to be spiritual, healing and all together meaningful. 

The acknowledgment of religious leaders was given by Bishop Chandler D. 
Owens. Those paying last respect to Bishop were from every major Pentecostal 
denomination and professional walk of public life. It was a Who’s Who in atten- 
dance. Bishop James A. Johnson, Pentecostal Assemblies of the World; Bishop 
Amy B. Stevens of the Mt. Sinai Holy Church of America; Bishop W. E. Fuller of 
the Fire Baptized Church of America; Bishop Lena Thomas of the Gates of Heaven 
Pentecostal Church; Bishop John P. Stedman of the Church Of Our Lord Jesus 
. Christ of the Apostolic Faith; Bishop James F. Brown, Mt. Sinai Holy Church; 
Bishop Franklin C. Sowell of the Bibleway Church Worldwide; Bishop David Ellis, 
of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World; Bishop Joseph Bell of Mt. Siani Holy 
Church of America; Bishop Kenneth Washington of the Holy Ghost Deliverance 
Churches; Bishop E.L. Jones, of the Church Of God Of Prophecy; Dr. Vince Sinan, 
noted author and Pentecostal scholar; Bishop Jesse D. Ellis, Secretary General, 
World Wide Fellowship of Black Pentecostal Churches; Rev. Clay Evans, pastor 
of the Fellowship Baptist Church; Bishop Daniel N. McLain, Catholic Diocese of 
Memphis; Bishop Cecil Bishop of the A.M.E. Zion Church, Rev. Preston Pearson; 
Rev. Oral Roberts and Rey. Richard Roberts were all in attendance. There were 
a host of United States and State elected officials such as senators, congressmen 
and community leaders. 

Tributes were presented by Evangelist Geraldine Miller, Bishop Rodger Jones, 
Bishop Floyd E. Perry, Elder Franklyn Knight, Bishop Dewitt A. Burton, Bishop 
Roy L.H. Winbush and Dr. Mattie McGlothen, General Supervisor of Women. Dr. 
Frank Ellis, Chairman of the General Assembly; Bishop J. Howard Sherman; 
Bishop G.R. Ross and Bishop J. Neaul also presented resolutions. 

The preached word was presented by Bishop Louis Henry Ford, First Assistant 
Presiding Bishop. He was introduced by Bishop C.L. Anderson and he presented 
Bishop Ford as a loyal servant. Bishop Ford preached a fire branded message that 
lifted the congregation. He did his share of reminiscing as he and Bishop Patter- 
son were life long friends. He spoke of Bishop Mason and the old landmark of 
holiness. He spoke of continuity and moving the Church toward the future. When 
he finished the eulogy, Bishop Willis prayed the prayer of comfort. 


‘“THRU THE EYES OF A SPIRITUAL SON”’ 


I miss you Bishop Patterson, because... 
You befriended me and made me feel special; 
The shaping of my ministry was guided by you; 
I’ve never met a more reachable Giant of a Man; 
You wouldn’t tolerate mediocrity; 
Your life transformed the image of our Church; 
My marriage is held together by your wisdom; and, 
I never would have made it without you. 


Oh, and just think... 
Mrs. Mary Patterson lost a Husband. 
Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr. and Janet lost a Father. 
The Perrys and Bells lost a relative. 
Ecclesiastical Appointees lost an Episcopate. 
Pentecostal Institutional lost a Pastor. 
The Church Of God In Christ, Inc. lost her Chief 

Shepherd. 

Patterson Funeral Home lost its Owner. 

Memphis, Tennessee lost a valued Resident. 

The United States of America lost an Honorable Citizen. 

Pentecostalism lost an unmatched exponent of the Gospel. 

The World of Religion lost a Voice of Wisdom. 

Ebony Magazine lost one of its 100 Most Influential Leaders. 

Yet, he was more than all the above, and will be missed 
by persons around the globe. I will miss him as my Hero. 


God laid the burden for souls on your heart, and you 

responded by being faithful until death, GOD SAID DO IT, AND 
FOR YOU, THAT SETTLED IT! The world is a better place 
because you passed our way. Rest in Peace Bishop Patterson: 

Our memories of you will continue to serve us well even in 

your absence. 

Chaplain C. Cranford, Jr. 

Dept. Head of Pastoral Care for 
Dept. Head of Justice, F-C.I1., 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Chaplain C. Cranford 


Senior Assoc. Minister and Dean 
of the School of the Prophet, 
Pentecostal Institutional 
C.OG.LC. 


PURCHASE YOUR VERY OWN 
_ Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. is gone, but the Saints 
_ remembered him for his legacy of service. If you 
_ were not one of the 5,000 in attendance, you need 
_ to hear this two set, 3 hour Memorial Service. _ 


. This is a part of our COGIC History! _ 


NATIONAL MEMORIAL SERVICE® 


January 4,1990 Part I 
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NATIONAL MEMORIAL SERVICE® 


January 4.1990 Part II 
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among the great religious organizations of the world. We have an institution which 
does not exist as a self serving organization, nor is it a personality cult. Bishop 
Patterson is gone but the dignity, discipline and doctrines of the organization have 
guaranteed our Church’s stability. 

Bishop Patterson was a servant. It was Emily Dickinson, the poet who wrote, 
“Tf I can stop one heart from breaking, I shall not live in vain.’ This was indicative 
of Bishop Patterson’s ministry. He was a gospel preacher and an unequalled 
presence behind the pulpit. Holiness, sanctification was the gospel he preached 
and lived. He was not impressed with the supposed innovative ideas of the new 
wave religion, nor the many superficial Pentecostal theo- logies associated with 
middle class values. For him, If thou believe in thine heart and confess with thy 
mouth the Lord, was meaningful and vital to salvation. One’s name on the church 
roll or taking catechisms did not constitute salvation; bishop preached that one 
needed a thorough blood washing and a full Holy Ghost baptism. Though he was 
a bishop and preacher, he yet maintained the sense of family and was a role model 
for actualizing familial, social, cultural and religious standards to all. Therefore 
his DIOgeny. are god fearing, well trained and productive persons of dignity, grace 
and rank. 

December 29, 1989, Bishop Patterson left this world for a better place. His pass- 
ing brings to mind what Jonathan said, ‘“‘you will be missed because your seat will 
be empty.” Furthermore, Paul wrote in Hebrews 11:3 ‘‘These all died in the faith, 
not having received the promise, but having seen them and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.’ Bishop Patterson did not labor under 
the illusion that this world was it. After discovering the seriousness of his condi- 
tion, he gathered unto himself his congregation and announced to the church his 
life was in the care of praying saints and the Lord. He was more fortunate than 
the patriarches who died without the promise. Bishop’s commitment as a baptiz- 
ed believer and God sent man was watched closely. His final stand and firm belief 
in prayer will long be remembered. The man characterized what it means to believe 
in prayer and put one’s signature of faith there upon. He left a legacy for posterity 
to hold fast and act against the modern trends of denial and fatalism. 

Yes, He has left his seat and He will be missed. In the future people will ques- 
tion who was J.O. Patterson, Sr and what was his contribution? So much can be 
related. Volumes of books will be written about him. He will become larger than 
life because each of us will have a personal story to share. We cannot call him back 
to the seat of authority and spiritual leadership he graced for 21 years. He has pro- 
vided the full measure of his service and can’t be pressed for more. It is left to us 
to build something earthly to remind ourselves that he really walked among us. 
I propose the money collected for ASU and Saint Center be used to build the 
Church Of God In Christ World Headquarters building and that it be name in his 
honor. The building should be located on the grounds downtown between Linden, 
Pontotoc, Second and Third Streets in Memphis. 

He no longer sits in the seat of authority, therefore, those who loved and respected 
his contribution should rally around such a desire to build in his honor. It will be 
healing and progressive at the same time. 

As Tend this editorial let me lift up the scripture which bishop lived by, “‘Belov- 
ed, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy 
soul prospereth.” III John 2 This scripture is part and parcel of his legacy. May 
he long be remembered. 


BISHOP J.O. PATTERSON, SR. 
‘‘Great Things He Gave To Me’? 


He was not my father by nature. 
I was never bounced on his knee; 
Nevertheless, GREAT were the things he gave to me. 


I am a baby; a child born into sins. 

I am a young Christian; saved and made whole. 
I am a teenager; wild and free. 

I am a young person, and he was my friend. 


I was thought of between airline flights. 

I am the reason for some of his sleepless nights. 
I am the reason for ASU. 

I am part of the reason for Lexington too. 


He built this church with me in mind. 

His thoughts were on me when the gym was designed. 
The bridal suite and chapel he built for me to be wed. 
The pulpit he built for me to be fed. 


He dedicated his life to saving my soul. 

He spoke to me words of wisdom more precious than gold. 

He gave me his voice so strong and clear. 

When he waved his big, warm hands, I knew that God was near! 
He gave me a smile sometimes just to make my day. 

He gave me a genuine smile that drove my worries away. 


Oh, GREAT were the things he gave to me! 
How GREAT were the things he gave to me! 


Because of him, I WAS the prostitute. I WAS the drunk. 

I WAS the teenager strung out on junk. 

I was a wretched nobody sinking in sin; 

But, I was a young person, and Bishop Patterson was my friend! 


He did not care if I was goofy. 
He did not care if I had a degree 
He allowed me to express myself, because he cared for me. 


My friend, your hard work was not done in vain, 

For I have come to know and love the Lord, and I trust in Jesus’ name! 
One day when I am old, and my hair has turned grey, 

I will remember these sweet, young days. 

I will remember the lessons you taught me’ til life’s end, 

And I will be to the young people like you were to me, a friend. 


He was not my father by nature. 
I was never bounced on his knee; 


But, I will cherish and live by the great things he gave to me. 


Bishop EO. Patterson 


- Lisa Y. Wright 
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The Delegate’s Registration Review committee, chaired by Elder Emanuel Newton, 
(MO), presented its evaluation of the registration for the 82nd Holy Convocation and 
General Assembly. Both Elder Newton and the General Secretary of the National 
Church, Bishop German Ross expressed great joy over the auromated registration pro- 
cess that ran smoothly and expeditiously, Chairman Ellis commended both the com- 
mittee and the General Secretary for their work and directed the committee to remain 
intact since this was only one experience with the new system. 

The Constitution Committee presented a detailed vitae on the establishment and 
composition of the proposed Judiciary Board. The report was read by the committee 
chairman, Elder Solomon Williams, (MO). After much deliberation, it was decided by 
Chairman Ellis to allow the delegates to carefully review the document and be prepared 
to vote on the adoption of the constitutional amendments in the April 1990 session 
of the General Assembly. 

The General Board’s report was presented by its secretary, Bishop N.J. Haynes (TX), 
who, in the absence of the Presiding Bishop Patterson, disclosed the various executive 
actions taken by the General Board during the 1989 year. The consecration of threee 
bishops for foreign work; litigation regarding jurisdictional matters; new assessments 
for credential-holders; the second phase of the Lily Foundation award, which will in- 
clude reassessment of convention planning, public relations, and fund raising; and a 
request for transferring responsibility for the creation and dissolution of jurisdictions 
from the General Board to the legislative branch. The report was adopted by the 
Assembly. 

The resolution’s committee, chaired by Elder Talbert Swan (MA), presented several 
resolutions that were adopted by the General Assembly. This authorized Chairman 
Ellis to establish committee to research, compile data, and present to the National 
Church various strategies for dealing with the related issues. They are: A Public Policy 
Committee, which will have the responsibility of composing statements on the Church’s 
response to social, moral, political and geographical issues our nation and the world 
are confromted with. Also established was the Job Descriptions manual of all posi- 
tions with guidelines governing specifications, qualifications, and fairness in the selec- 
tion process. 

This year’s Legislative Assembly confirms the aspirations of the Chairman and the 
Church at large, that we are focusing on the best interest of the National Church. As 
the General Assembly becomes a more expressive body of delegates, assuming its place 
in the development of a strong and cohesibe organization, the Church Of God In Christ 
will assume its rightful place as an Evangelistic-oriented agency yearning to place itself 
in the center of God’s ministry to the world. 


Submitted by, 
Elder James W. Smith 
General Assembly Scribe 
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After nearly fifty-one years of marriage to Mother Deborah Mason Patterson, 
God ended their union at her demise. 

Some four years later, he took unto himself Sister Mary Peterson Peak. Although 
this union was brief, they were devoted to each other and the cause of Christ. Sister 
Patterson served the Lord’s servant faithfully until demise. J Oining Sister Patter- 
son in the loss of Bishop Patterson is his son, Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr.; his daughter, 
Janet Laverne; the grandchildren, J.O., III, Aaron Lamont, Jennifer Rose and 
Charles H.M. Patterson, John Frederick and James Indiana Wheeler; his sister, 
Alice Dickens; his brother, Bishop W.A. Patterson; a devoted daughter-in-law, Mrs. 
Rose E. Kelly Patterson; his mother-in-law, Mrs. Thelma McKeever; seven nieces; 
six nephews and many other relatives and friends. As God gave unto the aforemen- 
tioned JAMES’ gifts and talents, so blessed he his servant, JAMES 
OGLETHORPE, in like manner. 

Like Saint James, he was an Apostle who spent the greater portion of his life 
preaching the gospel. He prayed fervently and effectually for the sick and broken- 
hearted and gave a message of hope to the lost and discouraged. 

In many ways, and to many of us, he was a King. His twenty-one year reign was 
not, at times, without controversy, however, this era was the most notable in our 
Church’s history, a period when we experienced growth from 500,000 members 
in 1968 in the United States and Africa to our present statistics of nearly 4 million 
members in 47 countries. His tenure also reflected beneficence toward his people 
and a strong kingdom. 

As James Weldon Johnson was a great poet/novelist who was mighty with a pen, 
So, to, our James was a poet. He not only penned his thoughts, he was one whose 
dignity, poise, character and speech was poetic. 

He was a true champion of the people whose compassion was overwhelming. 
He had a duty to perform that was not always pleasant, but he handled the situa- 
tions with compassion and dignity for he knew that ‘when love takes over, duty 
becomes delight.’ He was a man of the people, a Prince among men who never 
lost the common touch. In every way, he was “A MAN THE COMMON PEOPLE 
HEARD GLADLY.’ 


Church Of God In Christ Publishing House 
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““TRIBUTE TO BISHOP J.O. PATTERSON”? 


“In Honor of Our Fallen Great Leader, Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. 
Our Chief Servant for two Decades’’ 1968-1989 


“God has made his a source of inspiration as well as information for the old and 
the young, the skeptical, the ones with zeal, the over-zealous, and the ones with 
no Zeal.” 


BISHOP PATTERSON HAS ADDED DIGNITY, SERENITY AND 
MAGNANIMITY. HE HAS BROUGHT “INDEPENDENCE, ELOQUENCE, 
AND WE SEE THE EVIDENCE.” 


Our educational system has expanded under his leadership and many Bible Clleges 
under the name of our late founder, Bishop C.H. Mason have been set up in many 
states. 


Our Church’s first Glory has not faded away, no, God changes not but God lets time, 
His greatest masterpiece, bring about the necessary change of things. Solomon 
said, “‘there is a time and a season for every purpose under the sun.” 


The Church Of God In Christ was once headquartered in a wooden building with 
exterior walls covered with (what some called) tar paper, but it burned in the mid- 
dle nineteen thirties. (I was present the night before.) 


It came the time to build a brick building, practically fire proof and we have that 
building at 958 S. Mason Street in Memphis, Tennessee. Thanks be to God, He 
let our late Chief Apostle build Mason Temple, and a Publishing House on those 
grounds on Mason Street before he left us, where he now rests. 


The Church has now advanced through our present Bishop J.0. Patterson, in the 
acquirement of additional church and publishing headquarters on Main Street, in 
Downtown Memphis, being a gift to Bishop Patterson. The gift was the Chisca 
Hotel, formerly owned by Robert Snowden. 


In my opinion, the entire membership of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc. is greatly . 
honored and privileged to have such a Profound and Proficient Leader as that of 
Bishop J.O. Patterson, D.D., L.L., D., Phd. 


We the Members of the Religious Workers Guild (Creator of the C.H. Mason 
Award), pray for his success to continue as Leader, and that God will bless his 
endeavors.” 


By: Dr. C.C. Owens 
Pres. Religious Workers Guild 


“Resubmitted January 4th, 1990” 


Approved by the General Assembly of the Church Of God In 
Christ, December 11, 1959 at Memphis, Tenn. 
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happy Pentecostal family was lifted emotionally by the demonstrations of respect 
and love shown their beloved pastor. 

‘Tributes were presented by Brother Frank Douglas, Mrs. Lillian Carr, Elder Cur- 
tis Morris, Mrs. Frances Kelly, Dr. Benjamin Hooks, Mr. J erry Gilmore, Miss Lisa 
Wright, Mrs. Christine M. Cleaves, Brother Robert L. Kiner, Mrs. Mattie Wigley 
and others. Resolutions were offered from the various Jurisdictions of Tennessee. 
There were no scheduled preachers for the Wednesday night remembrance, but 
Rev. Dr. Ben Hooks delivered The Word with power. His tribute drew upon his 
life long experience with the bishop. He rocked the house remembering the strug- 
gles of civil rights and ministerial accomplishments he shared with Bishop Pat- 
terson, Sr. One of the most touching tributes was offered by Deacon Robert Kiner. 
He pledged, in behalf of their Congregation, to follow their new pastor, Bishop J.O. 
Patterson, Jr., as God told Joshua, ‘“There shall not any man be able to stand before 
thee all the days of thy life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not 
fail thee, nor forsake thee.’ 
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